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It  won't  kill  you  or  even  make  you  sick,  but  the  prices 
you  pay  for  meat  are  going  to  rise  dramatically.  You 
may  run  into  quarantine  roadblocks  that  make  you  sit 
for  hours  in  stalled  traffic.  You  can't  visit  friends  or 
relatives  or  take  that  vacation  you'd  planned. 

Like  to  hunt,  fish  or  camp?  Sorry,  those  areas  are  off 
limits;  the  wild  animals  are  sick. 

If  you're  employed  in  the  trucking  or  food  industry, 
there's  less  work.  You're  losing  wages.  You  may  even 
get  laid  off. 

As  a  final  blow,  your  taxes  will  go  up. 


You  may  find  yourself  in  this  situation  if  a  foreign 
animal  disease  enters  Canada.  There  are  at  least  40  that 
can  devastate  our  economy  and  agricultural  industry. 
Like  foot  and  mouth  disease  that  affects  cattle,  sheep 
and  pigs,  Newcastle  disease  that  kills  up  to  90%  of  in- 
fected wild  and  domestic  birds,  and  African  swine  fever 
that  can  kill  virtually  all  infected  hogs. 


If  you  think  that  a  foreign  animal  disease  affects  only 
farmers,  don't  fool  yourself.  It  robs  your  pocketbook 
and  places  most  of  the  same  restrictions  on  your  every- 
day life  that  a  human  disease  epidemic  does. 

An  animal  disease  can  spread  like  wildfire  throughout 
Canada  unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  control  it. 
The  federal  government  must  slaughter  all  infected  and 
exposed  animals  in  the  area  of  an  outbreak  to  prevent 
the  disease's  spread.  This  affects  you  directly,  because 
you  then  pay  higher  prices  for  meat  and  other  animal 
products.  Government  must  also  quarantine  large  areas 
and  restrict  travel  and  transport.  And  it  costs  -  control, 
eradication  and  compensation  to  farmers  can  run  into 
the  millions  and  nobody  will  buy  our  exports  for  fear 
of  importing  the  disease.  Take  the  1952  outbreak  of 
foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Saskatchewan  as  an  example. 
It  cost  Canadian  taxpayers  nearly  $1  billion  in  lost  ex- 
port sales  and  costs  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 

We  may  be  facing  an  outbreak  while  you  read  this 
leaflet.  If  so,  we  must  pay  the  consequences.  If  we 
aren't,  we  must  strive  to  prevent  one. 

But  the  job  isn  't  an  easy  one. 

Although  government  has  pretty  strict  rules  on  what 
animals  and  animal  products  can  get  into  the  country,  it 
can't  watch  everything.  Disease  agents  can  hitchhike  on 
many  innocent-looking  animals  and  animal  products 
brought  in  by  unsuspecting  travellers.  A  sausage,  carried 
in  by  an  immigrant  farmer,  caused  the  1952  outbreak  of 
foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Saskatchewan. 


A  partial  list  of  items  most  likely  to  bring  in  foreign 
animal  diseases  follows.  Being  aware  of  what  you  may 
import  is  for  your  own  good. 

Meat     Although  some  meat  products  from  the  U.S.  are 
allowed  entry  into  Canada,  the  same  products  from 
other  foreign  countries  are  prohibited  entry.  This  in- 
cludes such  items  as  sausage  and  ethnic  specialties. 

Dairy  products     Milk,  butter  and  cheese  pose  a  danger. 
Processed  cheese  is  OK  as  long  as  it  isn't  homemade. 

Birds,  feathers  and  poultry  products     Live  birds  are  a 
special  danger;  they  can  carry  such  deadly  viruses  as  the 
one  that  causes  Newcastle  disease. 

Untreated  animal  hides,  animal  trophies  and  stuffed 
animals     As  an  example,  goatskin  bongo  drums  and 
tapestries  from  Haiti  are  often  contaminated  with  an- 
thrax -  a  deadly  disease  that  can  be  fatal  to  both 
animals  and  people. 
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